This special issue of Waste Management is a series of papers in memory of Bob Ham. The papers are by former students and close colleagues, and also by researchers following along the paths blazed by Bob. As a preface to these papers, and a tribute to his memory, a number of contributors have provided their reflections. 
I met Bob for the first time at SARDINIA 1987. Having read some of his publications and learned from them, it was a pleasure to find that the author was not only an inspiring researcher but also a friendly and down-to-earth person who actually enjoyed speaking to a PhD student like me just as much as anybody else. The following year I met him again, at a seminar in Switzerland, where he not only remembered me, but introduced me to other colleagues with the air of having known me for ages. This is an aspect of Bob's legacy that is important, but not visible from a list of his publications

Bob was the first to work on the loss of biodegradable organic matter in refuse and developed the cellulose to lignin ratio as an indicator of waste decomposition. Because lignin is recalcitrant while cellulose degrades in landfills, the ratio decreases as waste decomposes. The beauty of this ratio is that the presence of soil in a waste sample has no impact, making it ideal for landfills.
Bob was also a leader in the development of landfill gas to energy projects. As a graduate student, I remember Bob's many trips to the west coast to assist the emerging industry. This industry has matured throughout the world today from those pioneering efforts of
Bob is also remembered for his pioneering work to bring solid waste practitioners and researchers together. He was instrumental in the success of the Madison Waste Conferences of the 1980s and 1990s. He also taught numerous professional education courses on solid waste management explaining new and emerging solid waste principles to a wide variety of practitioners. Phillip O'Leary, who worked with Bob Ham for many years on continuing education courses and the Madison Waste Conferences, writes:
